Nematodirus battus 50 years on--a realistic vaccine candidate?
It has been 50 years since the parasitic nematode of lambs, Nematodirus battus, was first described. This parasite has several interesting features; in particular, it induces a rapid, protective immune response in infected young lambs (< 3 months of age), which is not observed if lambs are infected with other trichostrongyle nematodes. Indeed, protection against most gastrointestinal nematodes only develops once lambs are over five to six months old. In this article I suggest that N. battus offers an opportunity to improve our understanding of protective immune responses in young lambs, and could therefore hold a key to rational anti-nematode vaccine developments, based on natural antigens.